THE GOVERNMENT OF EASTERN GERMANY

lower wage. It should also be noted that in a society with low
living standards, privileges enjoyed by virtue of officeholding
or party membership are more bitterly resented than the differ-
entiations in a society where basic consumer goods are within
the reach of almost everybody.

Until now I have spoken of the society of eastern Germany as
if it were a closed society, completely separated from western
Germany. This, however, has not been the case, at least not
until fairly recently. So far as the individual's social and eco-
nomic status is concerned, eastern Germany's institutions are
rapidly being molded into the pattern of those of the other
satellite states. This change, however, is not so rapid and not so
marked in the political sector. The reason is that the Commu-
nist policy in Germany has always had the dual aim of establish-
ing communism in eastern Germany and at the same time using
this foothold to win domination over western Germany. In
order to keep the way open for achieving this second aim, it was
necessary to maintain at least a superficial political similarity
with western Germany, and this prevented the complete trans-
formation of eastern Germany's political system into the satel-
lite pattern.

In order to maintain contacts with western Germany, the
regime utilized the services of the middle-class parties (Chris-
tian Democratic Union and Liberal Democratic party). It was
also useful to have these middle-class parties as bogeymen to
show the workers that there is still some capitalism in eastern
Germany. In addition, these parties were handy receptacles
for collaborationist middle-class elements whose affiliation with
the SED seemed undesirable. Thus the regime could use these
elements as administrators without incorporating them into the
SED. However, as the middle-class party leaders were required
to indorse fully major SED policies, they were faced with a
dilemma. If they gained the support of local party organs and
dared to oppose the SED, they would have to be replaced by
conformist leaders. If they continued to go along with the SED
policies, they lost the support of the party members.

Roughly, about the middle of 1950, however, there began
a change that may be concomitant with a growing awareness
that there is no possibility of gaining a foothold in western Ger-
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